
PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT 

MEETING DATE: September 29, 2004 ITEM NO. GOAL: Coordinate Planning to Balance Infrastructure 
    
 
  
SUBJECT June & Eric Hess - 13-AB-2004 

 
REQUEST Request to consider the following: 

1. Abandon a distance 620 feet of right of way fronting the property 
boundary along the 84th Street alignment. 

2. Reserve seven and one half (7.5) foot wide trail easement along the eastern 
property boundary along the 84th Street alignment. 

 
Related Policies, References: 
General Plan, Community Mobility 
Element, Trails Master Plan 
 

OWNER Eric J & June Hess 
480-473-3051 
 

APPLICANT CONTACT John Berry 
Beus Gilbert P L L C 
480-429-3103 
 

LOCATION 8375 E Via Dona Rd 
 

BACKGROUND Background. 
The subject twenty (20) feet of right of way was dedicated by a deed of right 
of way in 2001.  The subject 84th Street alignment is unimproved from Via 
Dona Road to Dynamite Boulevard.  The property is accessed from Via Dona 
Road, and the properties to the west and south are using the 83rd street 
alignment, which has been graded and maintained.  The property to the south 
along the 84th Street alignment is developed and has dedicated natural area 
open space located along the eastern property boundary within the existing 
street alignment.  
 
Zoning. 
The site is zoned R1-190 ESL/FO Single Family Residential, Environmental 
Sensitive Lands Ordinance, and Foothills Overlay.  The R1-190 designation is 
intended to promote low-density residential development.  The Foothills 
Overlay district has been applied to assist in promoting additional standards 
that will help define the areas unique character.  These standards in addition 
to the purpose of the environmental sensitive lands ordinance will result in 
promoting minimal visual impact for buildings and the preservation of desert 
lands.   
 
Context. 
The site is located within the Foothills Overlay Zone that is meant to preserve 
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the desert, create unique character, and limit lot sizes to large low-density 
single-family lots that are not within a subdivision.  The subject property is not 
within a subdivision and is described by metes and bounds located at the 
southwest corner of Via Dona Road and 84th Street.  The surrounding property 
is also zoned R1-190 ESL/FO.  Access to the property is by Via Dona Road.  
There are several private equestrian facilities in this area as well as individual 
lot owners with smaller facilities.  
 

 
APPLICANT’S 
PROPOSAL 

 
Goal/Purpose of Request. 

• This request is to abandon the existing twenty (20) foot unimproved 
half-street located along the western portion of the 84th Street.  

• Reserve a seven and one half (7.5) foot Public Trail easement along 
the eastern property boundary as noted on the Master Trails Plan. 

 
Key Issues. 
CITY IMPACT: 
Via Dona is classified as a local collector street on the city’s Streets Master 
Plan. 84th Street would be considered a local residential street.  Although there 
is existing right of way, this portion of 84th Street is not improved, nor is it 
being used to access any parcels along the alignment. 84th Street is identified 
as a street on the Local Area Master Plan for this area, connecting Via Dona to 
Dynamite Boulevard, but it is not needed to provide legal access to any 
parcels.  Abandonment of the right of way will eliminate the potential for a 
local street connection between Via Dona and Dynamite Boulevard; however, 
the city has no current plans to improve the roadway and right of way that is 
lacking to the south.  82nd Street may provide a more reasonable alternative for 
this connection.  There are no General Land Office Patent (GLO) Easements in 
this area  
 
NEIGHBORHOOD IMPACT: 

• The 80th and 82nd Street alignments will serve as the north/south 
connections between Via Dona Road and Dynamite Boulevard. 

• Allows the applicant to improve the lot without encroachment into 
unnecessary right of way. 

• A seven (7.5) and one half-foot public trail easement will be reserved 
along the 84th Street alignment as a result of this abandonment. 

• Maintain consistency with city trail standards as approved by the trails 
master plan.  

 
PROPERTY OWNER IMPACT: 

• The existing right of way is along the eastern boundary of the 
applicants existing natural area open space (NAOS).  The 
abandonment of this right of way will assure that the additional land 
from this land transaction will preserve the existing NAOS. 

 
IMPACT ANALYSIS Departmental Responses. 

City Department/Division participants concur with this abandonment request.  
See Department Issues Checklist (Attachment #1). 
 
 

  Page 2 





CASE 13-AB-2004 
 

Department Issues Checklist 
 
Transportation 

    Support 
The city has no current plans to improve the roadway and right-of-way along the 84th 
Street alignment. The 82nd Street alignment will provide a more reasonable connection 
between Via Dona Road and Dynamite Boulevard.  
 
Trails 

    Support 
The public trail will be located along the eastern property frontage that is currently the 
84th Street alignment.  
 
Adjacent Property Owner Notification 

    Support 
The applicant noticed approximately 8 property owners within a 700-foot area, at the 
time of preparing this report there have been no response to this abandonment. 
 
Public Utilities 

    Support 
All utility companies have submitted letters of support for this abandonment request with 
no reservations. 
 
Emergency/Municipal Services 

    Support 
Emergency service vehicle access is will continue along Via Dona Road. 
 
Water/Sewer Services  

    Support 
Water and sewer have no objection to the abandonment. 
 
 
          Attachment #1 
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